I claim: 

A method for assessing chemosensitivity of 
patient cell^scomprising the steps of: 

a) harvesting a specimen of a patient's tissue, 
cells ascites, or effusion fluid; 

b) separaring said specimen into multicellular 
particulates ; 

c) growing a tissue culture monolayer from said 
cohesive multicellular particulates ; 

d) inoculating cells\from said monolayer into 
a plurality of segregated sites; 

e) treating said pluralitiV of sites with at 
least one treating means, followed BK assessment of 
sensitivity of the cells in said site to saio\at least one 
treating means. 
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e) further comprdf seethe step of: 

e) treating s^id/ plurality of sites with a 
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respect to a single active agent at a single cT&rt^iit rat ion . 
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The method according to claim 1 wherein said 
treating mean^ further comprises: 

treatilig said plurality of sites with a plurality 
of active ' agents ow a length of time adequate to permit 
assessment of both inito>^l cytotoxic effect and longer-term 
inhibitory effect of at l^ast one of said plurality of 
active agents . 

6. The method accordingXo claim 1 wherein the 
sensitivity assayed according to ste^\e) is anti -cancer 
sensitivity . 

7. The method according to claim 1 wherein step 
d) is accomplished using a Terasaki dispenser. 
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14. The method according to claim 1 wherein the 
step of assessment of sensitivity includes histochemical or 
immunohistochenvical detection of cellular markers. 

15. A method for identifying chemosensitivity of 
patient cells comprising the steps of: 

a) harvesting a specimen of a patient's tissue, 
cells ascites, or effusion fluid; 
~5 b) separatingysaid specimen into multicellular 

particulates ; 

c) growing a tissue culture monolayer from said 
cohesive multicellular participates ; and 

d) immunohistpchemioally staining said cells to 
10 identify one or more cellular factors 



16. A method tor identifVio^ secreted cellular 
antigens produced by patient cells cerfri^rising the steps of: 

a) harvesting a specimen of^ patient's tissue, 
cells ascites, or effusion fluid; 

b) separating said specimen infi^ multicellular 
particulates ; 

c) growing a tissue culture monolayer in 
culture medium from said cohesive multicellular 
particulates; and 

d) assaying said culture medium for s^reted 

factors . 



lTVs^ The method according to claim 1 wherein said 
treating means 



gene tl 



irapy agent . 



18. The methoeL according to claim 17 wherein 
said gene therapy agent/ is ah^antisense/ oligonucleotide . 



19. The methdd according j^S^laim 1 wherein said 
treating means is a combination o^r two orNqpre therapeutic 
agents . 
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